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Statement from the Fort Worth Opera Board of Directors
On the Legacy of Darren K. Woods and the Search for our Next General Director
Fort Worth has had the enviable opportunity to reinvigorate the genre of opera thanks to the energy and
artistic vision of Darren K. Woods. Borrowing a line from Puccini’s Tosca, Darren’s passion has taught us
to live for art and to live for love.
On behalf of the Board of Directors, we are grateful for his 16 years of dedicated service. He has left his
mark not just on the art of opera itself, but in the hearts and souls of our community.
The new economic times within which we find ourselves, present unique challenges that call for a fresh
perspective and an innovative approach to an aging business model. After months of discussion, the Board
of Directors has decided the best thing for all parties is to build on the artistic foundation we have forged
together while allowing each of us to grow and meet new challenges.
A national search process will start shortly to find a new General Director who can build on Darren’s artistic
vision while bringing new models to create sustainable financial support for the arts.
“As Georgia O’Keefe once said, ‘To create one’s world in any of the arts takes courage,” noted Nelson E.
Claytor, Ph.D., President of the Fort Worth Opera’s Board of Directors. “We have a better world and a better
community because of Darren’s courage in bringing Angels in America and Silent Night to Fort Worth, and
in creating JFK in Fort Worth. Rest assured that Fort Worth Opera will move forward courageously with a
commitment to this magnificent art form that is as passionate as ever.”
Jill Fischer, Chairman Emeritus, added, “Fort Worth and Darren K. Woods were made for each other —
they both combine a love for the arts with a determination to do things their own way. I thank Darren for the
passion and energy he brought to the Fort Worth Opera for the past 16 years. We both may be turning a
page, but our stories will be forever intertwined. Thank you, Darren.”
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